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Litter Study in U.S.

Keep America Beautiful 
2020 National Litter Study

https://kab.org/litter/litter-study/



What are the top three littered items?

Cigarette butts
Plastic film

Food packaging film 



Litter in U.S.

20 Most 
Littered Items 

in United States 



Litter Happens

KAB  2020 Litter Study



Solutions

ENGAGE AMERICANS TO 
CHANGE LITTERING 

BEHAVIOR THROUGH KEY 
ACTIVITIES LIKE CLEANING 

UP SPACES BECAUSE 
INDIVIDUALS ARE MORE 

LIKELY TO LITTER IN A 
SPACE THAT IS ALREADY 

LITTERED

PUT IN THE APPROPRIATE 
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE 
WASTE IN QUESTION, AND 

PLACE THE CORRECT 
MESSAGING IN PLACE FOR 

THE RELEVANT TASK. 



Three-Prong 
Approach to 
Litter-Free 

PWC

Less littering– behavior change and 
legislative change

Clean up activities
County clean-up– Public Works/SWD
Resident and Community Organization 
clean-up activities - KPWB
Business clean-up activities and 
support – KPWB

Tri-sector solutions that bring together 
government representatives, 
community organizations and leaders, 
and committed businesses. Everyone 
needs a voice and a seat at the table to 
successfully address this issue.



County  
Litter 
Crew 



County Litter Crew

• Two Teams of Four

• Responsibilities
• 22 Main  Roads
• Unscheduled 

Problem Areas
• Landfill litter 

control

Six Weeks
Cycle with 
Two Crews

11 Weeks Cycle with 
One Crew

The schedule is affected by leave and inclement weather.



Goals       Challenges

• Cleaner Community

• Crew goal - complete 
cleaning 
3 miles/day. 

• Each jurisdiction receives 
equitable attention and 
maintenance.

• Consistent staffing

During winter months
• VDOT reduces the mowing of 

rights-of-way areas  and litter 
pick –up 

• Litter on roadways is more 
noticeable

• Increase in complaints
Staffing shortage/Leave
Increased Littering
Roads not in rotation
Dumpsites and Private Property



DUMPSTER DAYS



2024 
DUMPSTER 

DAY EVENTS



Litter
and the Law 
in the County



Codes and 
Legislation

• Sec 22-145 – Cover your load

• Sec 22- 146 – No Dumping

• Sec 22-147 – Business, Industry or 
Institution Litter Free Spaces

• Sec. 22-150. - Keeping sidewalks clean.

• Sec 22-151 – Don’t Litter 

• Sec 22- 153– Use litter receptacles for litter

• Sec 22- 154 – Establishments must provide 
adequate receptacles

• Sec 22- 155 – Fines $25 to $50

REFUSE CODE 22

ARTICLE VI. - LITTERING ON PUBLIC OR 
PRIVATE PROPERTY



Codes and 
Legislation
(continued)

• Sec 22-145 – Cover your load

• Sec 22- 146 – No Dumping

• Sec 22-147 – Business, Industry or 
Institution Litter Free Spaces

• Sec 22-151 – Don’t Litter 

• Sec 22- 153– Use litter receptacles for litter

• Sec 22- 154 – Establishments must provide 
adequate receptacles

• Sec 22- 155 – Fines $25 to $50



Contact Info and Resources

Deborah Campbell 
Communications Analyst
Prince William Solid Waste Division
703-792-5328

Email: pwcrecycles@pwcgov.org

Website: pwcva.gov/trashandrecycling

A to Z Disposal Guide: 
pwcva.gov/disposalguide

Sign up for PWC Alerts – Menu/PWC Alerts



2024 Neighborhood Conference 
March 16, 2024

Illicit Discharge

Andrew Uglow
Public Works

Environmental Management Division 



2024 Neighborhood Conference 
March 16, 2024

Illicit Discharge

Andrew Uglow
Public Works

Environmental Management Division 



Agenda

• Bandalong 

• Adopt-a-Stream Program

• Troop 964 Cleanup 

• Common Illicit Discharges

• Our Partners

• Questions?



Bandalong – Cleanout Data

2022
Cleanouts 20
Bags of Trash 65.5
Trash in lbs 2,292.50
Trash in Pieces 18,126

2023
Cleanouts 17
Bags of trash 91
Trash in lbs 3,185.00
Trash in Pieces 26,426



Bandalong – December 2023 Cleanup

Before Cleanup After Cleanup



Bandalong - Challenges

Broken Wire After Large Storm Event



Adopt-a-Stream Program

• There are about 1,100 miles of streams in 
Prince William County. In the Adopt-A-
Stream or Pond (AAS/P) program, 
volunteers agree to pick up litter along their 
adopted stream segment of at least ¼ mile 
or a stormwater management pond, once 
(preferably twice) a year for a minimum 
two-year commitment.

• The Prince William Soil and Water 
Conservation District (PWSWCD) promotes 
and helps administer the cleanup program 
on behalf of the Prince William County.



Adopt-a-Stream - Troop 964 Cleanup

• Troop 964 has been 
collecting trash in this area 
for 5 years. 

• There was a huge amount 
of trash and debris being 
pulled out in early cleanup 
events. 

• The troop has noted a 
significant decrease in trash 
and debris over the years.



Dumpsters



Trash and Recycling



Other Common Illicit Discharges

Dumping Fuel/Oil

Leaves Sediment



Other Common Illicit Discharges 
Cont. 

• Pet Waste 

• Grass Clippings

• Power Washing 

• Yard Waste 

• Illegal Dumping

• Pool Water



Our Partners



https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:26a9fd07-fdaf-4a0b-ace7-497698efb60f


https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:
aaid:sc:VA6C2:26a9fd07-fdaf-4a0b-
ace7-497698efb60f

Questions?

https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:26a9fd07-fdaf-4a0b-ace7-497698efb60f
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:26a9fd07-fdaf-4a0b-ace7-497698efb60f
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:26a9fd07-fdaf-4a0b-ace7-497698efb60f
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